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FAKHRI Mouad

The PhD candidate demonstrates strong determination in pursuing research objectives focused on
therapeutic strategies that modulate a-synuclein expression in neuronal cells for Parkinson’s disease
treatment. During the first two years, he tested various models and methods to evaluate small chemical
compounds affecting a-synuclein and co-authored a manuscript with Prof. Michlewski. He identified
limitations in these models for high-throughput studies and researched the toxicity mechanisms of a
promising compound, working on strategies to mitigate this effect. The Committee found the candidate’s
initial results promising, showing potential to distinguish neuron-like cell populations responding to the a-
synuclein-modulating compound from others with different responses. The Committee recommends that,
pozytywna / positive given current experimental limitations and observed variation in cellular responses to small molecules, the
candidate should re-evaluate his project aims with his supervisor. This is essential for progress on the
doctoral thesis. The best focus is to investigate sources of response variability and whether similar
variability explains heterogeneity in other models, like reprogrammed human cells. The Committee also
stresses the importance of improving skills in selecting, presenting, and clearly communicating results to
better convey the project's rationale and findings. Overall, the project is viewed positively, and the results
offer a solid base further study.




PATRA Shuvankar

pozytywna / positive

The results presented by the PhD candidate indicate substantial progress toward the objectives outlined in
the individual research plan. A number of tasks have been completed ahead of schedule, including
determining the structures of the HSV proteins UL29 and UL12 and their preliminary biochemical
characterization. These efforts have provided new insights into the mechanism of action of this complex
and its interaction with DNA. Importantly, these findings have been included in a manuscript currently
under revision in Nature Communications. The second part of the doctoral project is also underway;
however, the candidate has encountered technical challenges, and overcoming them should be a main
priority for the second half of the doctoral studies. At the same time, the Committee considers that at this
stage of development, the candidate should further improve their skills in presenting results, particularly in
preparing presentations, selecting the most relevant data to reflect research progress, and drawing clear
conclusions. Overall, the Committee evaluates the project very positively and has no doubt that it will
produce a high-quality doctoral thesis.




